December 7, 2009

Contact: East Michigan Environmental Action Council 

   Rocio Valerio, 313-587-0217

   rocio@emeac.org
Join the Community Fight to Reduce Diesel Pollution in Detroit

Community Town Hall: Monday, Dec. 14

 The Alliance for Healthy Air coalition is sponsoring a community town hall to discuss the health impacts of diesel soot in Detroit’s air and campaigns to reduce this threat. The town hall is from 6 to 8 p.m. at St. Stephens Church, 4311 Central Avenue in Detroit. There is no charge to attend, and everyone is welcome. 

Attendees will learn about the impact diesel soot has on our daily life and take part in an innovative and fun community building exercise while exploring the concept of environmental justice. Diesel soot shortens the lives of over 21,000 people a year in the United States and contributes to uniquely Detroit problems including high asthma hospitalization rates. 

“This forum is an essential step toward protecting our children from toxic exposure as our city has three times the rate of the national average in asthma,” exclaims Diana Copeland, Executive Director of East Michigan Environmental Action Council.  “We are host to such toxins as oil refineries, the nations largest incinerator and a large amount of truck traffic coming off the international bridge – as a community we need to come together and talk about real solutions.”

Engage in local and statewide campaigns to reduce diesel pollution. Take action towards improving the health of Detroiters. Diesel pollution affects the lives of all Detroiters, particularly vulnerable populations like children and the elderly and those living near major emissions sources like truck traffic crossing the Ambassador Bridge. 

The Alliance for Healthy Air is a coalition spearheaded by the East Michigan Environmental Action Council and Clean Water Action, in partnership with El Centro Obrero de Detroit, Sierra Club – Environmental Justice Program, Southwest Detroit Environmental Vision, Michigan Great Lakes Bioneers, and Michigan Welfare Rights Organization.
